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The Friendly Visitor
News is a monthly
newsletter for volunteers
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FV Program.

Information contained
in the newsletter is
meant for education as
well as activities that can
be used with clients.
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Friendly Visitor

(
What Ever Happened to Front Porches? ;)S\

When [ was a little girl, my grandparents had a front porch. We visited them every
Sunday. After Sunday dinner, Grandma and I would sit on the porch swing.
Sometimes she would let me comb and braid her hair. Grandma had never cut her
hair. It was past her knees. After I finished braiding it she would twist it into a bun
held in place by two hair combs. If we stayed outside until dark, my Grandpa would

help me catch lightening bugs in mason jars. Grandpa called them “God’s Night
Lights”. In the backyard they had cherry and apple trees and a large vegetable garden.
Next to the backdoor was a well pump with a big sink to catch the water and a tin cup

was always hanging on the handle. Anyone was welcome to pump the well and help
“‘t" themselves to the coldest water in the world.

Last summer, [ was in one of my nostalgic moods. We decided to take a Sunday drive past my grandparents
house. It had only been a few years since our last “drive by”. As we turned the corner, I was surprised to see the
new owners had removed the front porch. It had been replaced by two massive columns and several front steps.
It looked fresh and new and I have to admit they did a very nice job but I really missed that front porch and swing.
It was then that I noticed the fruit trees had been cut down and replaced by a lovely patio and outdoor kitchen. It
was beautiful but it made the backyard look so different. The pump was still there but it was being used for a
planter and it looked downright silly with petunias planted inside the sink. It made me sad.

Don’t people realize what they are missing? I guess not. Since most people have air conditioning they probably
don’t sit and enjoy the shade of a fruit tree or the cool breeze while you are swinging on the front porch.
When you think about it, we have it pretty good these days. No more wringer washers, clotheslines,
’\% old-fashioned push lawnmowers or dreadful wood floors that require hand waxing and polishing.

So as [ sit here at my computer writing my newsletter,

it certainly beats the alternative...cutting out pictures Happy Birthday to the Following
by hand and pasting them to the page. Today’s Friendly Visitors

printers and copiers are far superior to their

predecessors. Progress isn't all bad. If I'm perfectly Ellie Johnson Haley Matherly
honest, that water from the well may have been cold Bonnie Fletcher Tom Temple
but it tasted like pure rust and dirt. I don’t have a

front porch or a place to put a swing. Our trees Ingrid Temple Allen Andrews

are small and it will be awhile before they w i i
give any shade. One thing I plan to ( : :

continue....catching lightening bugs. That's
called a tradition!




